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A
�̄ HU����PRQWKV�ZH�ƹ�QDOO\�KDG�VRPH�
WLPH�WR�JHW�RXW�RQ�WKH�URDG�DJDLQ��
'HFLGLQJ�WR�OHDYH�RXU�EHORYHG�7��DW�
KRPH�ZH�RSWHG�WR�WU\�RXW�WKH�EUDQG�
QHZ�9:�*UDQG�&DOLIRUQLD������D�QHDU�
IRXU�WRQ�PHJD�EHDVW�RI�D�FDPSHUYDQ�
�RU�LV�LW�D�PRWRUKRPH"��ZLWK�D�EXLOW�
LQ�VKRZHU�DQG�WRLOHW��SHUIHFW�IRU�IUHH�

FDPSLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�XVH�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�$LUHV��
ɦ� HVH�IDQWDVWLF�RYHUQLJKW�SDUNLQJ�VSRWV��ZKLFK�
DUH�VR�PXFK�SDUW�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�WUDYHOOLQJ�
FXOWXUH��DUH�VDGO\�QRW�YHU\�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKH�8.�

We started our trip late on a Sunday in 
October last year, heading out from Newhaven 
on DFDS’s late night service to Dieppe with all 
RXU�IRUPV�ƹ�OOHG�RXW��WHVWV�ERRNHG�DQG�FHUWLƹ�FDWHV�
in hand for a smooth crossing. Our ferry was 
YHU\�TXLHW��VR�ZH�ZHUH�OXF �̝ �HQRXJK�WR�JUDE�D�
FDELQ��DV�WKH\�DUH�R �̃HQ�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WUXFNHUV��
which was just what we needed for an overnight 
IHUU\��:H�HYHQ�KDG�D��DP�ZDNH�XS�FDOO�WR�PDNH�
VXUH�ZH�FRXOG�JHW�EDFN�WR�WKH�YDQ�LQ�WLPH�WR�
GULYH�RƸ���'Hƹ�QLWHO\�RXU�QHZ�IDYRXULWH�IHUU\�
URXWH��7DNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�TXLHW�WUXFN�IUHH�
URDGV��QR�WUXFNV�RQ�6XQGD\V�LQ�)UDQFH��ZH�
blasted down the autoroute as far as we could go, 
EHIRUH�JH �̈́ LQJ�WLUHG�DQG�SXOOLQJ�LQWR�DQ�$LUH�RQ�
the side of the road for a few hours sleep.
:H�ZRNH�HDUO\�RQ�0RQGD\��IHHOLQJ�OLNH�ZHŪYH�

WHOHSRUWHG�WR�)UDQFH��DV�RQO\�WZHQΐ� �IRXU�KRXUV�
earlier we were nursing hangovers from a big 
night out in Brixton, we were excited to explore 
a new part of the world. 
)LUVW�VWRS��0RQW�6DLQW�0LFKHO��:H�IRXQG�D�

ORFDO�&LGUH�VKRS�QHDUE\��ZKR�NLQGO\�RƸ�HUHG�XV�
IUHH�SDUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�QLJKW�D �̃HU�ZH�ERXJKW�D�IHZ�
ER �̈́ OHV�IURP�WKHP��EXW�ZH�GHFOLQHG�DV�ZH�KDG�
D�IHZ�PRUH�PLOHV�WR�WUDYHO�WKDW�GD\��0RQW�6DLQW�
0LFKHO�LV�D�WUXO\�LPSUHVVLYH�PRQXPHQW�DQG�D�
testament to medieval vision and engineering. 
You can see it from miles around and as you 
climb up through the winding streets to get to 
the abbey, you feel you have been transported 
EDFN�VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�\HDUV��$ �̃HU�WRXULQJ�WKH�
abbey, we had a lovely lunch in one of the many 
eateries lining the narrow streets, although 
EHZDUH��WKH\�DUH�TXLWH�SULFH\�
5HIUHVKHG�IURP�RXU�WUDGLWLRQDO�RPHOH �̈́H�DQG�

SRPPH�IULWHV��ZH�MXPSHG�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�YDQ�DQG�
KHDGHG�ZHVW��ɥ� H�JUHDW�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�*UDQG�
&DOLIRUQLD�LV�LW�JLYHV�XV�VR�PXFK�IUHHGRP��
8VXDOO\��LQ�WKH�7��ZHŪG�ORRN�IRU�D�FDPSVLWH�
VWUDLJKW�DZD\��RU�KHDG�IRU�VRPH�VWUHHW�SDUNLQJ��
but this time, every town we came across 
VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�DQ�$LUH��RU�VSHFLDO�SDUNLQJ�IRU�
EL �̍ HU�FDPSHUYDQV�DQG�PRWRUKRPHV��6R��ZH�MXVW�
GHFLGHG�WR�KHDG�ZHVW�WR�WKH�%UL �̈́ DQ\�FRDVW��ZLWK�
D�TXLFN�VWRS�LQ�'LQDQ��D�ORYHO\�PHGLHYDO�WRZQ��

'LQDQŪV�$LUH�ZDV�MXVW�QH[W�WR�WKH�WRZQŪV�WHQQLV�
courts and if we had wanted we could have 
VWD\HG�IRU�VHYHQΐ� �WZR�KRXUV�IRU�IUHH��&KHFNLQJ�
RXU�SDUN�QLJKW�DSS�EHIRUH�ZH�OH �̃ ��ZH�GHFLGHG�
RQ�DQRWKHU�KRXUŪV�GULYH�WR�ƹ�QG�WKH�QH[W�SODFH�WR�
SDUN�IRU�WKH�QLJKW��
5ROOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�VPDOO�YLOODJH�RI�&K¤WHODXGUHQ�

3ORXDJDW��ZH�IRXQG�WKH�ƹ�UVW�RI�RXU�SDLG�$LUHV��
WDNLQJ�D�ZKLOH�WR�ZRUN�RXW�WKH�PDFKLQH�ZH�ZHUH�
amazed that it was only £6.50 including the 
RSSRUWXQLΐ� �WR�HPSΐ� �DQG�ƹ�OO�RXU�PDQ\�RQERDUG�
WDQNV��1H[W�PRUQLQJ�D �̃HU�DQ�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�
ZDON�DURXQG�WKH�YLOODJH�WR�JUDE�VXSSOLHV��ZH�
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�HDW�EUHDNIDVW�RXWVLGH�ZLWK�WKH�
onboard table and chairs in the sunshine, despite 

LW�EHLQJ�2FWREHU��$ �̃HU�WDNLQJ�D�ZKLOH�WR�ZRUN�
RXW�KRZ�WKH�VHUYLFH�SRLQWV�ZRUN��PHQWDO�QRWH��
SDFN�KRVH�FRQQHFWRUV�QH[W�WLPH��DQG�JR�WKURXJK�
RXU�ƹ�UVW�VXFFHVV �̄ O�WRLOHW�HPSΐ� LQJ��QRW�DV�EDG�
DV�\RX�WKLQN���ZH�VWDUWHG�RƸ��DJDLQ��:H�ZDQWHG�WR�
JHW�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�ZHVWHUO\�WLSV�RI�%UL �̈́ DQ\��
VR�ZH�SLQQHG�D�SRLQW�RQ�*RRJOH�PDSV��DQG�
started along our route heading through the 
1DWLRQDO�3DUN�RI�$UPRULTXH��$OWKRXJK�LW�ZDVQŪW�
a particularly sunny day, the beach at Pen Hat is 
absolutely lovely and we even dipped our toes in 
the sea. Exploring the local sand dunes, we came 
DFURVV�WKH�PDQRU�KRXVH�RI�VXUUHDOLVW�SRHW�6DLQW�
3RO�5RX[��OH �̃ �DEDQGRQHG�VLQFH�WKH�����V�EXW�
WKH�UXLQV�VWLOO�RYHUORRN�WKH�EOXH�ZDWHUV�EHORZ��

TRAVEL

We take a brand-new Grand California 680, VW’s latest factory-built 
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CIDRE, CREPES AND 
CROISSANTS
AND A CALIFORNIA 680

One of many delicious CrepesKingsize bed in the Grand California 680

Buildings in DinanFootprints in the sand on Pen Hat Beach

Mont Saint Michel
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%UL �̈́DQ\ŪV�YHUVLRQ�RI�6WRQHKHQJH�LV�DOVR�QHDUE\��D�
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�0RQROLWKLF�VWRQHV�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�
sun on certain days of the year. Our evening was 
VSHQW�LQ�WKH�HOHJDQW�VHDVLGH�UHVRUW�RI�0RUJDW��
ZLWK�LWV���WK�FHQWXU\�EHDFKVLGH�KRPHV��VWXQQLQJ�
EHDFK�DQG�XVH �̄ O�IUHH�SDUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�KDUERXU�
with six or seven other motorhomes.
ɥ� DW�QLJKW�D�VWRUP�UROOHG�LQ��DQG�WKH�*UDQG�

&DOLIRUQLD�ZDV�UHDOO\�WHVWHG�DV�ZH�ZHUH�ED �̈́HUHG�
by heavy rain and winds, but with the onboard 
heating everything was nice and cosy inside. We 
OH �̃ �0RUJDW�SURPLVLQJ�WKDW�ZHŪOO�EH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
VXPPHU�VHDVRQ��DV�WKH�EHDFK�ZDV�ZRQGHU �̄ O��
ɥ� H�GULYH�WR�4XLPSHU�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�VRPH�
lovely quaint villages, although most places were 
FORVHG�GXH�WR�WKH�H[WHQGHG�)UHQFK�OXQFK�EUHDNV��
which although they can be a bit inconvenient if 
\RXŪUH�QRW�XVHG�WR�WKHP��ZH�FDQ� �̄ OO\�JHW�EHKLQG��

:H�DUULYHG�LQ�4XLPSHU�MXVW�LQ�WLPH�IRU�OXQFK��
with a huge selection of Creperies, Boulangeries 
DQG�%LVFXLWDULHV�WR�FKRRVH�IURP��:H�VH �̈́ OHG�IRU�
D�WUDGLWLRQDO�VDYRXU\�FU¬SH��JDOOH �̈́H��DQG�ERZO�RI�
Cidre and were very glad we could sit outside 
LQ�WKH�VXQ��:H�VSHQW�WKH�D �̃HUQRRQ�ZDONLQJ�WKH�
UXVWLF�VWUHHWV�RI�4XLPSHU�DGPLULQJ�LWV�WZLQ�
WRZHUHG�&DWKHGUDO��KDOI�WLPEHUHG�KRXVHV�DQG�
WKH�SHDFH �̄ O�H[RWLF�ZDOOHG�JDUGHQV��:H�KHDUG�RI�
D�&LGUHULH�QRW�IDU�IURP�4XLPSHU�YLD�WKHLU�WRXULVW�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FHQWUH��VR�ZH�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�D�VWRS�
WKHUH��/H�0DQRLU�GX�.LQNL]�ZDV�KDUG�WR�ƹ�QG��EXW�
ZRUWK�LW�WR�WDNH�LQ�WKH�LQFUHGLEO\�VZHHW�VPHOOLQJ�
DURPDV�RI�WKHLU�FHOODUV��DQG�WR�VWRFN�XS�RQ�VRPH�
authentic Bretagne Cidre. We spent the night 
QHDU�WKH�KDPOHW�RI�*DVWDYLW��ZKHUH�ZH�SDUNHG�XS�
next to a family member’s holiday home that we 
happened to be passing.

$ �̃HU�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUVŪ�GULYH�WKURXJK�WKH�
GDPS��SRVW�VWRUP�FRXQWU\VLGH�ZHŪUH�WUHDWHG�
to some of the best weather of the trip so far, 
ZLWK�EHDXWL �̄ O�VXQVKLQH��ɥ� H�FLΐ� �RI�5HQQHV��
WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�%UL �̈́ DQ\��ZDV�WKH�QH[W�VWRS��
$ �̃HU�D�IHZ�ODSV�JH �̈́ LQJ�ORVW�RQ�WKH�ULQJ�URDG��
ZH�SDUNHG�XS�DW�WKH�ZRQGHU �̄ O�FLΐ� �&DPSVLWH�
GHV�*D\HXOOHV��ORFDWHG�LQ�D�ODUJH�SDUN�LQ�WKH�
RXWVNLUWV�RI�WKH�FLΐ� ��ZLWK�ZDONLQJ�DQG�F\FOLQJ�
URXWHV�DURXQG�WKH�SDUN�DQG�D�XVH �̄ O�EXV�LQWR�WKH�
FLΐ� �FHQWUH��%HVW�QRW�WR�DUULYH�GXULQJ�WKHLU�OXQFK�
WLPH�EUHDN�WKRXJK��$�IHZ�KRXUV�ZHUH�VSHQW�
ZDQGHULQJ�WKH�FREEOHG�VWUHHWV�RI�5HQQHV�WDNLQJ�
in its grand churches, parliamentary buildings 
DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�DV�WKH�VWXGHQW�EDUV�VORZO\�ƹ�OOHG�
XS�DV�WKH�D �̃HUQRRQ�WXUQHG�WR�HYHQLQJ��D�JRRG�
time to try out more local cidre, wine and a 
ORFDO�VWHDN�UHVWDXUDQW��

TRAVEL

THE WHEELS
The Grand California 
680 was provided by 
CamperVanTastic, London’s 
leading luxury campervan 
hire company specialising 
in VW California and 
Grand California hire and 
accessories. Get in touch 
with them at:
www.campervantastic.com 
if you’d like to hire one of 
their amazing vehicles for a 
road trip to remember.

Amazing smelling Cidrerie just outside Quimper

Lakeside Aire in Châ telaudren-Plouagat

British Military Cemetery in BayeuxExotic walled gardens of Quimper Cocktails in Rennes Outside the Battle of Normandy Museum, Bayeux

Inside the abby at Mont Saint MichelD-Day memorial above Sword Beach
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ɥ� H�IROORZLQJ�GD\�ZH�KHDGHG�WR�%D\HDX[��
famous for its tapestry commemorating the 
1RUPDQ�FRQTXHVW�RI�(QJODQG��DQG�WKH�%D �̈́ OH�
RI�1RUPDQG\�0XVHXP��ZKLFK�ZHUH�ERWK�
H[FHOOHQW�DQG�ZRUWK�D�YLVLW��0RVW�H[FLWLQJO\�
we got to eat fresh mussels outside in the 
sunshine at lunchtime and watched a group 
RI�ORFDOV�SOD\LQJ�3HWDQTXH�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�SDUN�
QH[W�WR�DQ�ROG�ZDWHU�PLOO��,Q�WKH�D �̃HUQRRQ�ZH�
headed up to the Normandy coast for the most 
SRLJQDQW�SDUW�RI�WKH�WULS��WKH�YLVLW�WR�WKH�'�'D\�
%HDFKHV��2XU�ƹ�UVW�VWRS�ZDV�WKH�FOLƸ�WRS�DERYH�
$UURPDQFKHV�OHV�%DLQV�ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�VWLOO�VHH�
structures from the temporary harbours that 
were built in the war, only to be destroyed by 
D�VWRUP�VKRUWO\�D �̃HU��2PDKD�%HDFK�ZDV�WKH�
next stop, where many allied soldiers lost their 
OLYHV�ƹ�JKWLQJ�WKHLU�ZD\�XS�WKH�EHDFKHV��ZKLOVW�
XQGHU�KHDY\�1D]L�ƹ�UH��,W�ZDV�YHU\�SHDFH �̄ O�LQ�
WKH�HYHQLQJ�DV�WKH�VXQ�ZHQW�GRZQ��VR�ZH�WRRN�D�
few moments to remember those who lost their 
lives before heading to the next place along the 

TRAVEL

coast for dinner. 
ɥ� H�ODVW�HYHQLQJ�RI�RXU�WULS�ZDV�VSHQW�LQ�WKH�

VPDOO�WRZQ�RI�3RUW�HQ�%HVVLQ�+XSSDLQ��XVHG�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU�DV�D�NH\�SRLQW�WR�WUDQVSRUW� �̄ HO�
IURP�WKH�8.��:H�KDG�D�ZRQGHU �̄ O�GLQQHU�DW�D�
VPDOO�ORFDO�UHVWDXUDQW��ZKLFK�ZH�ƹ�QLVKHG�RƸ��
ZLWK�VRPH�RI�1RUPDQG\ŪV�ORFDO�&DOYDGRV��ɥ� H�
next day we still had time˕so we thought˕to 
WDNH�LQ�D�IHZ�PRUH�RI�WKH�PHPRULDOV�WKDW�OLQH�
WKH�EHDFKHV�DQG�FOLƸ�V�DOO�DORQJ�WKLV�FRDVW��EHIRUH�
KHDGLQJ�EDFN�WR�'LHSSH�IRU�WKH�')'6�IHUU\�
KRPH�DJDLQ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��KDYLQJ�IRUJR �̈́HQ�
WKH�OHVVRQV�ZH�KDG�OHDUQHG�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�ZHHN��
we realised too late that Sundays are still sacred 
LQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�(XURSH�DQG�ƹ�QGLQJ�DQ�RSHQ�
K\SHUPDUNHW�WR�VWRFN�XS�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�)UHQFK�
JRRGLHV�WKDW�D �̃HUQRRQ�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH��:H�
couldn’t be too annoyed with this, as we later 
PDGH�XVH�RI�WKH�IHUU\ŪV�RQERDUG�'Xΐ� �)UHH�VKRS�
WR�VWRFN�XS�RQ�VRPH�GLVFRXQWHG�UXP�DQG�ZLQH�
DQG�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKHLU�ZLQH�WDVWLQJ�VHVVLRQ���$�
SHUIHFW�HQG�WR�D�ZRQGHU �̄ O�WULS��˂

THE BOATS
The Ferry crossing from 
Newhaven to Dieppe and 
back was provided by DFDS, 
the four hour overnight 
service had great food in the 
canteen, a bar and the cabin 
upgrade was perfect to get 
���%0�+"�.!/0��!"+.!�0$!� �̨./0�
long drive. We made up for 
missing the Hypermarket 
on the way back by taking 
advantage of the great 
deals in their onboard Duty-
Free shop. Discover more at 
www.dfds.com

Aire camping in Châ telaudren-Plouagat Setting up camp at Camping Des Gayeulles, Rennes

Inside the Cathedral in Rennes

Views over Sword Beach


